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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 3743 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, LA 

SUBJECT: COUP RUMORS IN VIENTIANE 
REFERENCE: VIENTIANE 3702 

1. AS REPORTED REFTEL, VIENTIANE IS SEETHING WITH RUMORS 
REGARDING A POSSIBLE COUP OR MILITARY ACTION ON MAY 11TH. 
THE GENERAL DRIFT OF INFORMATION WHICH IS BEING PASSED IN 
DIPLOMATIC AND POLITICAL CIRCLES IS THAT THE AMERICANS/ 
THAIS/ULTRA RIGHTISTS/FAR/SANANIKONES ARE PLANNING TO DO 
SOMETHING TO DISTURB PUBLIC ORDER. 

2. THE FOREGOING WAS THE PRINCIPAL SUBJECT BEING DISCUSSED 
IN LOW VOICES AT CZECH NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION YESTERDAY 
AND THE DEGREE OF PL CONCERN WAS MANIFESTED BY THE 
VERY LARGE TURNOUT OF LPF TROOPS AT THE CZECH RESIDENCE. 

I WENT ASIDE WITH FONMIN PHOUMI VONGVICHIT AT THIS 
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RECEPTION AND TOLD HIM I HAD RECEIVED HIS MESSAGE FROM 
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CANADIAN DELEGATE SIMARD AND THAT I WAS ANXIOUS TO 
AFFIRM TO HIM AS FORTHRIGHTLY AS I COULD THAT THE U.S. 

AND THE THAI FORCES WHICH IT HAD BEEN SUPPORTING WERE 
NOT REPEAT NOT INVOLVED IN ANY WAY IN ANY ACTIVITY 
WHICH MIGHT BE CONTRARY TO THE NEUTRALITY AND WELL- 
BEING OF THE RLG. I SAID THAT I TOO HAD HEARD RUMORS 
OF IMPENDING ACTION BUT THAT I COULD GET NOTHING VERY 
PRECISE IN TERMS OF HARD INFORMATION. THERE HAD BEEN 
SOME TALK OF TANKS AT CHINAIMO. THIS WAS NONSENSE AS 
THERE ARE NO TANKS WHATSOEVER IN THE KINGDOM OF LAOS. 

IF ANY SOLID INFORMATION WERE PROVIDED ME, I WAS 
POSITIVE THAT IT COULD BE EITHER DISPROVED OR EXPLAINED. 

3. PHOUMI ACCEPTED MY COMMENTS IN GOOD FAITH BUT HE 
APPEARED TO CONTINUE TO SUSPECT THAT SOMETHING WAS 
IN THE WIND. 

4. 1 ALSO HAD A CHANCE TO TOUCH BASE WITH THE PRIME 
MINISTER WHO SAID THAT PHOUMI HAD EARLIER COME TO 
SEE HIM TO EXPRESS HIS CONCERN. HE SAID THAT HE HAD 
REASSURED PHOUMI AND CONFIRMED TO ME THAT AS FAR AS 

HE COULD MAKE OUT THIS WHOLE AFFAIR WAS BASED ON FANTASY. 

5. 1 ALSO HAD A CHANCE TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION WITH 
THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR AND TO MAKE THE U.S. POSITION 
CLEAR TO HIM. 

6. IN THE COURSE OF A COURTESY CALL ON SOTH PHETHRASY, 

THE NEW PL MINISTER OF ECONOMY, THIS MORNING I WENT 
OVER THE SAME GROUND EMPHASIZING THAT WHILE SOME DIS- 
GRUNTLED INDIVIDUALS MIGHT BE PLANNING AN ILL-CONSIDERED 
ACTION OF SOME KIND, THERE WAS NO AMERICAN OR THAI SGU 
CONNECTION WITH SUCH AN ACTION. SOTH SEEMED QUITE 
CONCERNED AND ASKED ME MOST FERVENTLY TO STAY IN TOUCH 
WITH HIM OR FONMIN PHOUMI VONGVICHIT DURING THE NEXT 

48 HOURS AND LET THEM KNOW IF I OBTAINED ANY INFORMA- 
TION WHICH MIGHT BE OF INTEREST. I ASSURED SOTH I 
WOULD DO SO, RE-EMPHASIZING IT WAS OUR DESIRE TO 
MAINTAIN CLOSE AND FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH THE PGNU 
AND THAT I FOUND THESE RUMORS OF AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT 
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DISAPPOINTING, GIVEN THE MANY PROOFS WE HAVE GIVEN 
OF AMERICAN GOOD-WILL. 

7. COMMENT: ALL OF THIS EXCITEMENT SEEMS TO STEM 
FROM PL PARANOIA AND FROM FALSE OR DISTORTED REPORTS 
THEY ARE RECEIVING. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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